
THE DOLGELLAU PLYGAIN - in the 1840s 
This description appeared in a publication called Bye-gones, published in 
Oswestry. It is one of the most detailed description that exists from this 
period. The article was published in 1895, but the reminiscences come from 
the time of William Payne’s boyhood in Dolgellau. In the last paragraph, he 
states that “all my old friends have passed away”.  Assuming that people at 
that time lived, on average, until their 60s, we can calculate that W.P. was a 
boy around the 1840s (unless all his friends died unusually young!). 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 


